Discussion Questions for Rosa, Sola
In Chapter One it says, “Rosa didn’t know which she hated more—being lonely or being different.”  Why is Rosa lonely?  In what ways is she different from other characters in the novel?  In what ways is she like the other characters?  Do you have anything in common with Rosa?

What kinds of food does Rosa’s family eat on Christmas Eve?  Why does Aunt Ida make Rosa eat something she doesn’t like that night?  How does the food at the Christmas Eve dinner compare to Aunt Ida’s Labor Day cookout?  Does your family have any holiday food traditions?  What are they?

Rosa has never met several members of her family.  Who are they?  Why doesn’t Rosa know them?  Is there anyone in your family that you have never met?

How is Uncle Sal related to Rosa?  How does having his handkerchief help Rosa?  How would the story have been different if Rosa didn’t have someone like Uncle Sal in her life?

Why does Rosa initially dislike Aunt Ida?  Rosa is surprised to learn that she has some things in common with Aunt Ida—what are they?

In Chapter Nine, “Gray Suit,” Rosa becomes upset when she sees Papa wearing his gray suit.  Why?  Why doesn’t he wear his other suit that day?  

What does the book’s title, Rosa, Sola, mean?  There are several English words that are related to the Italian word sola.  Use a dictionary to find the meanings of the following words:  desolate, isolate, sole, solitaire, solitary, solo.  Which of these words also appears in the glossary to Rosa, Sola?  Which character is the word used to describe and why?

Ciao is an Italian word that has two opposite meanings.  What are they?  When Rosa says “Ciao” at the very end of the story, to whom is she speaking?  Which meaning is she using?

Related children’s fiction:

The following books also feature Italian-American families.  Read one or more and compare the characters and families to those in Rosa, Sola:

Becoming Joe DiMaggio, by Maria Testa

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup, by Sharon Creech

26 Fairmount Avenue, by Tomie dePaola










